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Christmas™ —{ienfeaiving
in our town leftovers

Los Altos participates in Tossing that
holiday homes tour turksy? Not so fast!




VOLUNTEERS

"Tis the season to gjve, of yourself

By Jana Seshadri

Fowern Crleer Stafl Wiiter

owever satisfving gift giving may be, the joy can
increase tenfold when we give a litle of ourselves
— our time and our energy — dunng the holiday
setdso.
If you're locking for places (o wolunteer in the upomm-
ing weeks, there arg several organizatsons in and around
[Los Altes that eagerty await your help,

Community Services Agency

“The neediest in our community feel the worst during
the holidays,” said Tom Myers, executive director of the
Community Services Ageacy (C5A), which serves Los
Aldios, Los Adtos Hills and Moungain Yiew,

Preparing for the holiday season involves the C5A staff
and voelunieers working longer and harder o ensure the
Haoliday Sharing and Food Pantry programs run smoothly
o service the needy in the area,

Adthough the Food Pantry operastes all vear long, it oets
busier before and during the holidays. when the need is

ELLIETTT BURRSTOWS CHIER
Seema Bhardwaj has been volunteering eight to 10
Conttnued on Page 36 hours each week at the CSA Food Pantry since July.

Contined from Page 35

greater, Myers sald,

Eligible fomilies are entitled o
ane food bag in November and one in
December, acconding (o Alison Hop-
kins, director of volunteers at CSA,
And it takes many hands and a lot of
time to assemble the food bags,

Vilumieers — who can sign up for
specific shifts all week long - re-
ceive the donations, sort them, shelve
them, pot the food bags together and
distribute them o the families, Spe-

clal items like ﬂnu_ T, SUgE, O, sproes, R0 ¢ - gl;,ip ,..1-‘, »
frozen turkey, chicken and ham are oy pf - ‘* -
all svailable during the holidays, . . "# '#
Hopkins said. .

Seema Bhardwaj has been wolun-
teering eight w0 W hours each week

at the C8A Food Pantry since July. FLLITT BURRTOWS CRIER
What began as & call to help people Mountain View resident Oscar Ding reaps the benefits of produce do-

s turned into o “motivaring and ex-  Dated to the Community Services Agency Food Pantry.

citing” weskly ritual fior her, prompting her (o do some- C5A's Holiday Toy Sharing program begins Dec, | and

thing more, she said, serves more than LMK children during the holiday sea-
“1 organized @ food drive in my neighborbood and the  son.

response wils unbelievable,” Bhardwaj said. *1 was able to Volunteers sort and shelve toys that are donated o

collect 10K pounds of food in two weeks for CEAY CSA at toy drives held in schools and businesses. When

families come in to CSA, volunteers help them choose

toys for their children. Extra volunteers — op to W) pei

shift — will be needed for the toy progmm. Hopkins said.
For more information, visil wWww.csacanes.ong.



